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& Christms card addressed to the Director and staff of the hospital, has 
been received from Corporal Eddie Collins, former elevator operator, who is with 
the Spearhead division on the Western Front. On the card he writes that Roetgen, 
first German town to fall was taken by the Armored Division with which he is 
connected. | | 


Dr, Beekman permits us to quote from the following letter from.his son, 
Bob, who is a lst Lte MeC. with one of the field hospitals somewhere in Francés "At 
present our unit is operating right next to a divisional clearing station way in 
advance of the evacuation hospital. The Officer in the cleering station divides the 
wounded as follows: he keeps those whom he can send back to duty; he evecuates those 
that can be evacuated to the rears the reminder, chest and belly wounds and those 
in shock come to us, Fortunately or unfortunately, depending on how you look at ity 
we do no professional work. Mobile surgical and shock teams are attached to us for 
that, However, I am the laboratory and pharmacy officer for the unit and as such I 
have charge of the blood bank, Despite the fact that the guns fire pretty regularly 
and that there is a big shell hole in the roof of my room, I ama darn site more 
‘comfortable than I have been since I arrived in France." i 


A letter has been received from Captain Marjey. ‘when he returned from his 
furlough, he expected a further oversets assignment. He writes, “When I’ came back, 
I fotmd my orders transferring me to Medigan General Hospital. I am very well 
pleased with my new assignment. I am in charge of the Physio and besides I do the 
medical end of the reconditioning program which is extremely interesting and a 
rapidly growing branch of most of the General Hospitals. This is the first time in 
over two years that I am actually busy doing professional work. The Occupational 
Therepy is being organized now and that will also be my territory." 


~ R new address has been received for Frank Nee, one of our former firemen. 
He is now stationed at Lido Beach, Lele, NeYe . e 


| It is through the generosity of Judge Villiam W. Hoppin, one of the mem= 
bers of the Board of Managers, that we were able to repair and put the pool table 


in the Residents' recreation room in first class condition. 


Mra Albert G, Whaley, National Collection Director for Stamps for the 
Wounded, writes as follows: "In the next few days a nurse or Red Cross worker will 
stop by the bed of some service man and give him the stamps which you have so gene= 
rously donated. One of the doctors stationed at a service hospital wrote and said 
that several of the men had shovm no interest: in anything until he got them | 
interested in Stamps - and then they took to stamp collecting like a duck to water. 
Having this interest - however small ~ it might mean a’ big step forward in getting 
well, It broke the ice and got them started on the road back. The growing casualty 


ae : P 
lists have greatly increased the demand for more and more stamps. I hope you will 
find it possible to make future contributions, I know of no place where they will 
do as much good." We hope that a great many more of our civilian readers will be-~ 
come stamp collectors for Stamps For The Younded, Every day there is mil coming 
over the desks of most of us with mny common and elso new issues of stamps. All 
these, no mtter how smll the quantity, will greatly help to swell our contribue 
tions to this cause. Please send them to the Editor of the Record and Chronicle. 


Ye want to thank Ross McCarty for his Christmas Greetings sent from Paris 
to the staff of the hospital, 3 | 4 are 
¥: Dr. Burdick has received a letter from Major Gordon McNeer.s. He writes, 

"yeve so enjoyed the Chronicle that I thought in addition to writing to you and 
expressing that appreciation I'd tell you a little about some New Yorkerse In July 
1942 a number of.us from Memorial joined the City Hospital Group to form the 
Evacuetion Hospitel. We went to Louisiana for a year and then were sent overseas 

to India, Te've been on the Ledo Rd. now for over a year taking care of thé Chinese > 
battle casualties. The active surgery is done near the lines by surgeons in portehis 
hospitals but we have alot of elective surgery to make up for it. Osteomyelitis 
forms the greatest proportion but skin grafting and reconstructive work of all kinds 
form aolarge number of our operationse. We Live, in bamboo pashas fairly comfortebly, 
Recently the food has picked up, though.we do miss green vegetables. When work was 
slight we hopped:e ride.to:Agre, Delhi, and.Kashmir. The Taj was gorgeous and the 
food at Delhi was probably more appreciated, Paddled around in Shikaras in ' 
Srinagar's# canals, rivers.and lakes in Kashmir to Shalimar's famous gardens wes 
quitesa treat. Carl Runge formerly on your division at Bellevue has just joined 

our unit, You might know Bill. Weeden,.our chief of Surgerys . Penne and Hopkins ° 
units not far aways -A.Merry.Christmas and Happy New Year to you, Drs. Gillespie, 
Beekman and others at the Re & Ce” ye , 3) eae 


*This is the best we could make, out of the photographed writing, and we 
are not too. well. up on our. geography of India. 


We regret to report the death of Cetherine Pfeil on Sunday, December 3rde_ 
Catherine was one of our cleaning. maids, who had given us over 14 years of very 
efficient and conscientious service. . She had greatly endeared herself to everyone — 
at therhospite®s od! sow Les aa ou mony | | | 

fe read in the New York Times of November 30th that Russell H. Patterson 
was promoted to the rank of Colonel. The Record and Chronicle extends its, congrate 
ulations to Colonel Patterson. ee be ates 


: The Editor has received a letter from Dr. Milton Helpern,. He writes, 
thug far I-haven’t,met up with any of the doctors whom I knew at the hospiteale 
When I was in London recently 1 saw Larry Miscall who is a Lt. Colonel in charge 

of the Surgical Service at same hospital where Lt. Golonel Harry Kirklend is in’ 
charge of medicines My own. work here has proved to be very interesting and very 
much to my liking, At times it is quite busy and the rature of the wark is such as 
to require my being around most of the time. I have seen 8 little of the country= 
side but ‘should very much like to see mores The weeks are rolling by quite rapidly 
and the weather has ‘begun to turn cold. Nevertheless, it is not nearly as bad es 
Thad been warned it would be. The long underwear is still in my bage My best 
regards to'you and everyone atthe hospital.” . - theca" naan . 


* 


we 


fe have often referred facetiously to our help problem which at times has 
been © serious one. Very little has been said about the many faithful ones who are 
still helping us to carry on. As their number is too lengthy to mention here, we 
feel it may suffice to say that we are greatly indebted to all who are helping us 
to continue our operation. f ) ge at il | 


Mrs. Brehm, secretary to the Direator and Associate Editor of the Record 
& Chronicle, has received word that her younger brother has been wounded in France. 
It may be that. he is a patient in one of your hospitals. If soy will you kindly 
take a look in on him. His name is Pvt. Arthur J. Manning and he is with the 378th 
Infantry Division which is reported in the newspapers to be a part of the Third 
Army. Mrs. Brehm’s husband is with a Field Artillery Unit in the E.T.0.U.5.A. Her 
other brother is Executive Officer on a Destroyer Escort on duty in the Atlantic. 


The following letter was received by Dr. Fenvick Beekman from Lt, Bill 
Yankiver, dated Nove 13th: ) . 

“Feel rather guilty about not having written in quite a while but many 
factors enter into one's existence overseas that interfere with one’s desire to 
write. Historically, our hospital unit started off like a house afire only 2 weeks 
elapsed following our arrival here and we were receiving patients in batches of 
hundreds. The totel capacity of the unit is about 1800 beds housed in units called 
“spiders”. These have 6 wards of 21 beds each. During the first 2 wks. of our 
stay we G.l.e'd these spiders, drew equipment and tried to make the place look like 
a hospital. I believe the first admissions arrived on a Friday nite very close to 
midnite, the 12th. of August. They arrived in ambulances from an airfield 12 miles 
aways Unloading was done in blackout beneath a sky brilliant with stars. I believe 
we admitted close to 300 that nite, the mjority compound fractures, deep pene-= 
trating and lacerating wounds, postoperrtive abdominal injuries with colostomies and 
, amputations all in the early period of convalescence, The soft part injuries had 
been injured as little as 24 hours prior to edmission. From then on until the next 
group of admissions the unit buzzed with the changing of casts, skeletal traction, 
xerays for foreign bodies, secondary closures by the dozens, amputations for gas 
gangrene, etc. Thoracic cage injuries with complicating lung lecerations, hemopneumo 
trocaces, etc. There was an attempt to segregate these various classes of injuries 
into the various spiders. Thus for exemple spider 9, 12 & 17 had the traction beds 
end therefore the femurs and tibiae went there. Amputations were congregated in 
spider 10, minor soft part injuries and EENT, the latter with numerous penetrating 
wounds of the eyeball, on spider 13. Spiders 15 & 17 being connected to the surgery 
by an enclosed ramp were designated for shock, post-op. recovery and seriously ill 
wards, But these. conditions prevailed everywhere in the early days. Our OR. 
schedule hovered betrveen the 50 & 100 mrk for almost 2 months, Surgery is housed 
in a long Nissen hut with about 5 rooms capable of running 8 cases at a time, the 
unit there really did a fine job. My original assignment was to Spider 13 but 
since that opened about 3 wks. after the others I pitched in on Spider 15 with its 
colostomies, chest wounds, etc. The turnover was high because we had to keep beds 
vacant due to our proximity to surgery. ‘Je had a fair number of compounded long 
bones up in tractions humeri in hanging casts, practically all with radial nerve 
paralysis. Within about 6 weeks our census went close to 1500 and medical inspece 
tors said we were doing an excellent job. A Col. McCutcheon was added as Chief of 
Surgery shortly before we began to operate and a Major Duff, as orthopedist a few 
weeks later, It was thrilling to see X-rays of long bone fractures, shattered be= 
yond recognition pulled into line and later show callus. ‘We had daily X-ray con~ 
ferences and all films were showm and comments and suggestions regarding position 
and therapy made. The mijor surgery was done by 3 or 4 men leaving the others to 
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do the 2 closures, the removal of foreign bodies, etc. I did my share and also 
managed to get in on the skin grefting using the Padgett dermatome until I could 
get &@ drain full. We had difficulty with the glue in the early stages but overcame 
that with experience in handling it. te used the A & B solutions and “takes” taxs 
common between 60 and 100%. Not to have a minute free, I offered my services to tha 
orthopedist and together we started the spicas rolling as soon as our femurs and 
pelves began to show union, I trained my wardmen to do the dressings and had no 
worries about soiled dressings when I was busy elsewhere or in the office with paper 
work, Well, since all good things had to come to an end, and with the front moving 
farther away - we ceased receiving patients. The airfield packed up and moved to | 
France, morale took a nose-dive, rumors flev high, wide and handsome - we were on 
our way to Burmm®, France and the U.S. all at the same time, To keep myself occupied 
and interested, I started classes in the evenings. I held the lst class and dis~ 
cussed the anatomy and diagnosis of peripheral nerve injuries of the upper extremitye 
It was successful and I soon had volunteers for sessions each Tuesday. Another of 
my extra curricular activities to keep me out of mischief concerns being manager and 
coach of the basketball team, Thus far we've won O out of 5 games but despite the 
midget size of the players we give » good account of ourselves. Other diversions 
have included sightseeing train to Torquay, Vestern~super-Marl, Dunster Castles, 
Wells, London, Exeter, Wooky caves, etc, Our Officers’ Club is well furnished and 
located in the old Manor House with a bareroom decorated modernistically, something 
out of this world. This next month I'm mulling over the thought and possibilities 
of a 5 day leave to visit Scotland, if it will be approved. As the situation looks 
now we will see the New Year come and part of it go from ‘our present vantage point, 
Being @ new outfit here I suspect we'll be one of the last to return to the states 
when this fracas is over with. I continue to enjoy the best of health despite this 
nasty British weather and wepe this historical survey finds you, too, in good spirits 
and in the best of health. Rogards to all ~ 


Sincerely, 
Yank 


On December 4th, Sth and 6th, 1944 Dr. Wilson attended the meeting of the 
Southern Surgical Association at Hot Springs, Va. The clinical program vas pre= 
sented by Colonel Elkins, Chief of the Surgical Service and his staff of the 
Ashford General Hospital. He was very surprised and pleased to find Lieut, Ernest 
Burgess, one of the staff members. He has been in the Army for about two months 
having finally obtained a release from his job at the Kaiser Ship Building Plant 
which has been considéred essential. He is enjoying the orthopaedic work and they 
have a very fine seteup having taken over the White Sulphur Springs hotel which 
has beautiful grounds and golf links. The hospital is a special center for vascis 
lar surgery and Col. Elkins demonstrated a large number of cases of aneurysm of all 
types. They have ligated and treated surgically 150 aneurysms thus far without 
the loss of any limbs. Col. Elkins ms 4 very interesting surgical approach to the’ 
posterior tibial vessels which he reaches through a lateral incision resecting a 
portion of the fibular shaft. Another visitor at the surgical meeting at Hot 
Springs was Dr. Boland, the father of Joe Boland who was an orthopsedic resident 
at the Hospital for Special Surgery in 1934°and 1935. Joe is a Captain in the ) 
Medical Corps of the United States Army and is now at Aix Les Bains in France with 
the Emory University Gener@l Hospital. Dr. Boland, Sr. was a member of the steff 
of this same hospital in the last ‘forld War and was stationed at the same place in 
France. . . : 
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